
Date

The Honorable (Delegate/Senator's First and Last Name)

910 Capitol Square

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Senator or Delegate ______;

As one of your constituents I would like to report a problem that I have experienced and ask for your help with this issue.  I would like the choice of a midwife to provide my maternity care (or gyn check-ups, or whatever service you desired).  Although there are licensed, certified midwives (CNMs) in my area,  none (or few) of them can actually provide services unless they have a signed collaboration agreement and supervisory agreement for prescriptive privileges with a licensed physician.  As of this writing, the CNMs have been unable to obtain such a relationship.  

CNMs provide safe, professional care in the hospital, freestanding birth center, and home setting.  They consult and collaborate with other health care providers when needed.  Midwives provide services I cannot find at my local hospital like hydrotherapy, support for natural birth without pain medication, labor sitting, etc.  Please work towards removing this legislative barrier to practice that prevents me from being able to obtain the services I desire.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Jane Doe

Phone #

Email address

Notes:

(Feel free to include other reasons for choosing a midwife, homebirth, birth center, etc. that you such as the cost, a previous experience, safety, etc.  You can also tell them about yourself such as your education, occupation, or background as it relates to your situation.  Perhaps there are no obstetricians in your area, or no physicians who provide prenatal care.  Why would a midwife make a difference for you or your children or grandchildren?)

